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Equip the Next Generation with Biblical Truth 

Young people today know less about the Bible than previous generations. While the problem of Biblical illiteracy has been discussed for decades, our latest sur-
veys point to a growing problem—not only outside the church, but inside it as well.  

As a result, the work of perpetuating the faith “once for all delivered to the saints” (Jude 1:3, ESV) among our children and grandchildren and credibly proclaim-
ing the Gospel to a lost and confused world is made much more challenging. Instead of resembling the Bereans, who in Acts 17:10-12 searched the Scriptures as 
their measure of truth, too many modern believers seem to be tossed about by every wind of doctrine.    

Our organization, Probe Ministries, has been studying this issue for more than a decade. A previous survey, the 2010 Culturally Captive Christians Survey, was 
limited to born-again Americans ages 18 to 40. A 2020 survey of more than 3,100 Americans, ages 18 to 55, allowed us to make meaningful comparisons with the 
2010 results, as well as compare them to many other surveys (General Social Survey, Barna, Lifeway, etc.). 

“Many of these young people aren’t hostile to the Bible and church—they just don’t see the Bible, Jesus and the church as relevant to their lives.” 

The Unaffiliated 

The most dramatic change has been the percentage of young people who are unaffiliated with any religion (often referred to as “the nones” because they select 
atheist, agnostic or nothing in particular on a survey). In the last decade, the unaffiliated have almost tripled, from 13% to 35% of the population. As we might 
expect, they know the least about the Bible, theology and the Biblical worldview. 

Christian leaders aware of this concerning trend have sometimes predicted that these unaffiliated young people will eventually come back to church once they 
marry and have children. We refer to this as the Field of Dreams Myth—“If you build it, they will come.” We have built over 350,000 churches, but there isn’t 
much evidence these young people are coming back. 

A significant number of these young adults were rarely or never in church when they were young, so they aren’t “coming back” to a church they never attended. 
Our surveys demonstrate that not only are they not coming back, but a significant percentage who were in church are leaving. We have also found that many of 
these young people aren’t hostile to the Bible and church—they just don’t see the Bible, Jesus and the church as relevant to their lives. 

If we are to reach these younger generations, we will have to go to them and not assume they will come to us. Outreaches, from small-group neighborhood Bible 
studies to open-air crusades to media ministries (online content, radio, podcasts, TV) will be important in reaching them. And it will be important for pastors and 
Christian leaders to show them how the Bible and a saving relationship with Jesus Christ provides meaning and significance to them. 

Inside the Church 

Unfortunately, we have found that young people inside the church who would identify as “born again” also show high levels of Biblical illiteracy. They spend 
many more hours in front of screens each week exposed to unbiblical ideas than they do in church. In our surveys, young people are identified as born again if 
they say they have made a personal commitment to Jesus Christ and that commitment is still important to them today, and also that they believe they are going to 
Heaven because they have confessed their sins and received Jesus Christ as Savior. 

We have found in our surveys that born-again young people (born 1980-2010) don’t always have a Biblical worldview. On questions concerning a basic worldview 
(God, the Bible, Jesus, and salvation), we found that those who are older (40-55) are more likely to give Biblically orthodox answers than those who are younger 
(18-39). Once you add questions about absolute moral truth or belief in the person of Satan, the percentages drop significantly in the younger group. 

One statement that best illustrates Biblical illiteracy is this: “Muhammad, Buddha, and Jesus are all valid ways to God.” Nearly two-thirds of young people who 
fell in the category of born-again Christians (60% to 65%, depending on the age group) agreed. 

“These false views about salvation and tolerance also explain why there is a diminished interest in evangelism. A significant percentage of young people said they did not wit-
ness to others because they believed that other religious beliefs lead to Heaven.” 

This is hardly the only survey that documents the rising number of young, self-identified Christians who accept pluralism. Pastors and Christian leaders must 
address this issue and teach what Jesus says in John 14:6—“I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me” (NIV). 

Another example can be found in a survey question concerning tolerance of other religious beliefs. Nearly three-fourths (73%) of born-again Christians ages 18 to 
39 agreed with this statement: “It is important to let people know that I affirm as true their religious beliefs and practices.” This younger generation has an incor-
rect view of tolerance. We call this the Princess Bride Myth: “You keep using that word. I don’t think it means what you think it means.” 

They use the word tolerance but have redefined it to mean affirmation. We should be civil and gracious to non-Christians, but that does not mean we should 
affirm their false beliefs about salvation. We should speak the truth in love (Ephesians 4:15). Acts 4:12 reminds us that Jesus is the source of salvation: “And there 
is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved” (ESV). 

These false views about salvation and tolerance also explain why there is a diminished interest in evangelism. A significant percentage of young people said they 

did not witness to others because they believed that other religious beliefs lead to Heaven. We have also found that many did not even know that Jesus command-

ed His followers to “make disciples” and had never heard about the Great Commission (Matthew 28:18-20). 

Pastors and Christian leaders must consistently teach the basics of the Christian life. We must not assume that everyone in the congregation or Bible study believes what we 

believe. In surveys we have provided for some churches, pastors have been surprised to find out how many in their congregation do not hold to Biblical truths. These surveys 

should encourage all of us to diligently teach God’s Word (Deuteronomy 6:7) and make sure we have equipped (2 Timothy 3:17) the next generation with Biblical truth (2 Tim-

othy 2:15). ©2022 J. Kerby Anderson   
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Have you made a decision for Christ because of what you have 
read here? If so, please click on the "I have accepted Christ 
today" button below. 

If you have any questions, please use the question form 

on our Bible Questions Answered page.  

 

 

Budget Needs:    $7,265.61 

Budget Receipt:   $3,660.00 

YTD Budget needs:   $58,128.00 

Ytd budget receipt:   $49,032.00 

God's Blessings  feb. 20, 2022 Tri-C for  March:  Shampoo Donations:  36 Pounds 

Ark Meal for Mar 15:  Vicky Collins 

House Warming Shower:  Pastor John and Cindy are in the pro-
cess of buying a house.  We would love to join together and 
shower them with things for their new home. We will be having 
a house warming shower on Sunday March 6th in the Fellow-
ship Hall from 3:00 - 5:00 pm.  They have registered at 
Walmart and also need things from Lowes. 
 
EmpowHer:  Ladies please join us March 11th, 6:00 pm. The 
Sisters in Christ are hosting dinner and fun-filled night for all 
single ladies, teen through any age. EmpowHer is a series of 
events just for our young ladies! The first event, DATING, RE-
LATIONSHIPS, AND WHAT GOD HAS TO SAY ABOUT THAT. All 
women are invited to join us as we work together to nurture 
and come along side all our young ladies and each other to 
grow in our relationship with Christ and empower them with 
the tools to be Godly women. 

VBS 2022 Meeting:  Please join us if you are interested in vol-
unteering at Vacation Bible School. We will be meeting in the 
Fellowship Hall on Sunday, March 13 at 4PM.  The VBS date 
will be June 5-9. 
 
LifeLine Volunteer Training:  Mar. 19, 20, or 21. Make a  differ-
ence in lives by helping others to choose life!  We need passion-
ate people to join us in our mission to protect life and reach those 
we serve with the Love of Christ.  We will help you get prepared 
for the journey by providing volunteer training.  Cost is $35 to 
cover materials.  Please call 336-526-4033 or email sun-
shine@lifelinehelps.org to get registered and for more detail. 
 SPACE IS LIMITED SO DON’T DELAY! 

 
Annual Blood Drive:  Mark your calendar for Thursday, April 7, 

2:00 until 6:30 for our annual blood drive.  Sponsored by the 

High Spirits.  If you have questions, please contact Pat Luff-

man.  

 
Youth Trip:  to Snowbird Wilderness Outfitters, Fri. April 8-
10th.  Please see Pastor Brandon for more info. 

Service Times 
Sunday 

• 10:00 am - Children’s Sunday School  
• 10:00 am - Adult Sunday School  
• 11:00 am - Worship Service 
 

Wednesday 
• 6:00 pm - Choir Practice 

• 7:00 pm - Children Night Class  

• 7:00 pm - Adult Bible Study  

• 7:00 pm - Youth Bible Study  

Telephone 336-874-2875  Email - office@myprbc.net  

www.myprbc.net     

Senior Pastor John newton 409-392-6094 

Assoc/Youth pastor Brandon davis 336-374-0298     

Sec/Treasurer dana Easton 336-426-7000                                                   

WIFI: Pleasant Ridge, Password:  pleasantridge 

WIFI in Nursery Area: PRBC, Password: pleasantbaptist 

Budget Needs:   $7,265.61 

Budget Receipt:   $7,821.00 

Worship attendance   156  

  

God's Blessings  feb. 27 2022 

PRBC Events:  Please let Dana know what is coming 

up at PRBC!  Email deaston@myprbc.net, text me at 

336-426-7000, or call the church office.  Thank you! 

Pastor’s Corner 

Listen O People of the “Ridge”… There is power in 
praise!  During our study on Wednesday night we 
were discovering the life principle of being in God’s 
will! “Under the spout where the Glory comes out”.  
There is no better place to be than where you are in 
the middle of God’s will.  In 2 Chronicles 20, there is 
the story of King Jehoshaphat leading Judah against 
some of the inhabitants of the land. In verse 22 
“And when they [God’s people] began to sing and to 
praise, the LORD set ambushments against the chil-
dren of Ammon, Moab, and Mount Seir, which were 
to come against Judah; and they were smitten.”   
 
So when we are seeking God’s will for our lives and 
the world seems to be coming against you, SING! 
Our God is already there!  

Hey Pleasant Ridge! 
Pastor John and Cindy are in the pro-
cess of buying a house.  We would 

love to join together and shower them 
with things for their new home. 

We will be having a house warming 
shower on Sunday March 6th in the 

Fellowship Hall from 3:00 - 5:00 pm. 
They have registered at Walmart and 

also need things from Lowes. 

2022 Annie Armstrong Easter  Offering and Week 
of Prayer 

The Week of Prayer for North American Missions 
March 6-13, 2022. 

The Week of Prayer is annually observed by SBC 
churches to specifically pray for  missionaries on the 
field, the needs of their ministries and the needs of 
their families. Prayer is the fuel enabling God to spir-
itually and emotionally sustain missionaries in  plac-
es where the gospel is greatly needed, but often op-
posed. 

Choir practice has resumed!   

Our choir is seeking anyone who wants to use 

their talents and join us singing and praising 

the Lord! 

https://www.gotquestions.org/Bible-Questions.html

